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Introduction 



This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version 
(OASV). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it 
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it 
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture. 

About the Open American Standard Version 

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English. 
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts 
publication and republication of God's Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet, 
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by 
God in response to prayer about this subject. 

Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be 
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask 
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in 
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute 
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word 
before God, and reserve the name "Open American Standard" for faithful copies of this translation. 

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the 
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to 
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New 
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek 
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared 
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly 
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to 
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek 
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV uses contractions rather freely. 
The Open American Standard Version doesn't capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original 
manuscripts made no such distinction. Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the 
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction 
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open 
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as 
"Yahweh." The Messianic Edition and the British Edition of the Open American Standard Version 
translates the same name as "LORD" (all capital letters), or when used with "Lord" (mixed case, 
translated from "Adonai",) GOD. There are solid translational arguments for both traditions. 

With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has 
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed In footnotes. The reading that in our 
prayerful judgment is best is in the main text. Overall, the Open American Standard Version isn't very 
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The 
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be 
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving 
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV. 




Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 



1st Corinthians 
Chapter 1 

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ 
through the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 2 to the assembly of God which is 
at Corinth— those who are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called saints, with all who call 
on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
every place, both theirs and ours: 3 Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 1 always thank my God concerning you, for 
the grace of God which was given you in 
Christ Jesus; 5 that in everything you were 
enriched in him, in all speech and all 
knowledge; 6 even as the testimony of Christ 
was confirmed in you: 7 so that you come 
behind in no gift; waiting for the revelation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8 who will also 
confirm you until the end, blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is 
faithful, through whom you were called into 
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

10 Now I beg you, brothers/ through the 
name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, that you all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be 
perfected together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment. 11 For it has been 
reported to me concerning you, my 
brothers, by those who are from Chloe's 
household, that there are contentions 
among you. 12 Now I mean this, that each 
one of you says, "I follow Paul," "I follow 
Apollos," "I follow Cephas," and, "I follow 
Christ." 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized into 
the name of Paul? 14 1 thank God that I 
baptized none of you, except Crispus and 
Gaius, 15 so that no one should say that I 
had baptized you into my own name. 16 (I 
also baptized the household of Stephanas; 
besides them, I don't know whether I 
baptized any other.) 17 For Christ sent me 



i 




The Revivalist 



not to baptize, but to preach the Good 
News— not in wisdom of words, so that the 
cross of Christ wouldn't be made void . 18 For 
the word of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are dying, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is 
written, 

"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise. 

I will bring the discernment of the 
discerning to nothing ." 0 
20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the lawyer of this world? Hasn't 
God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world? 21 For seeing that in the wisdom of 
God, the world through its wisdom didn't 
know God, it was God's good pleasure 
through the foolishness of the preaching to 
save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for 
signs, Greeks seek after wisdom , 23 but we 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 
Jews, and foolishness to Greeks, 24 but to 
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ is the power of God and the wisdom 
of God; 25 because the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. 

26 For you see your calling, brothers, that 
not many are wise according to the flesh, 
not many mighty, and not many 
noble ; 27 but God chose the foolish things of 
the world that he might put to shame those 
who are wise. God chose the weak things of 
the world that he might put to shame the 
things that are strong. 28 God chose the 
lowly things of the world, and the things 
that are despised, and the things that don't 
exist, that he might bring to nothing the 
things that exist, 29 that no flesh should 
boast before God . 30 Because of him, you 
are in Christ Jesus, who was made to us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption: 31 that, as it 
is written, "He who boasts, let him boast in 
the Lord ." 0 
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*1:10 The word for "brothers" 
here and where context allows may 
also be correctly translated 
"brothers and sisters" or "siblings." 

$ 1:19 Isaiah 29:14 

*>1:31 Jeremiah 9:24 



1st Corinthians 
Chapter 2 

1 When I came to you, brothers, I didn't 
come with excellence of speech or of 
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of 
God. 2 For I determined not to know 
anything among you except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. 3 1 was with you in weakness, 
in fear, and in much trembling. 4 My speech 
and my preaching were not in persuasive 
words of human wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5 that your faith wouldn't stand in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God. 

6 We speak wisdom, however, among those 
who are full grown, yet a wisdom not of this 
world nor of the rulers of this world who are 
coming to nothing. 7 But we speak God's 
wisdom in a mystery, the wisdom that has 
been hidden, which God foreordained before 
the worlds for our glory, 8 which none of the 
rulers of this world has known. For had they 
known it, they wouldn't have crucified the 
Lord of glory. ^ But as it is written, 

"Things which an eye didn't see, and an ear 
didn't hear, 

which didn't enter into the heart of man, 
these God has prepared for those who love 
him."* 

10 But to us, God revealed them through the 
Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, 
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